CHAPTER XV
MACCHIAVELLI'S LEGATION
ON October ad news of the revolt of the condot-
tieri and the diet of Magione had reached the
Vatican and rendered the Pope uneasy. Cesare, how-
ever, had been informed of it some time before at
Imola, where he was awaiting the French lances that
should enable him to raid the Bolognese and drive out
the Bentivogli.
Where another might have been paralyzed by a
defection which left him almost without an army,
and would have taken the course of sending envoys to
the rebels to attempt to make terms and by conces-
sions to patch up a treaty, Cesare, with characteristic
courage, assurance, and promptitude of action, flung
out officers on every side to levy him fresh troops.
His great reputation as a condottiero, the fame of
his wealth and his notorious liberality, stood him now
in excellent stead. The response to his call was instan-
taneous. Soldiers of fortune and mercenaries showed
the trust they had in him, and flocked to his standard
from every quarter. One of the first to arrive was
Gasparo Sanseverino, known as Fracassa, a condot-
tiero of great renown, who had been in the pontifical
service since the election of Pope Alexander. He was
a valuable acquisition to Cesare, who placed him in
command of the horse. Another was Lodovico Pico
della Mirandola, who brought a small condotta of
sixty lances and sixty light horse. Ranieri della Sas-